
 
 

Summer Reading and Thinking Activities                  

  
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten 

 

Activities for Gross Motor Development (Large Muscles) 

 Jumping over a jump rope lying on the ground or held in a "u" shape 

 Hopping on one foot, using dominant and weak legs 

 Climbing jungle gyms or the ladder to a slide 

 Swinging  

 Moving spontaneously outdoors 

 Clapping to ' music 

 Riding a tricycle or bicycle 

 Pulling or pushing a wagon; pushing a wheelbarrow 

 Walking and balancing on the rim of a sand box 

 Swimming laps or specific strokes 
 
Activities for Fine Motor Development (Small Muscles) 

 Stacking blocks of various sizes 

 Working puzzles of increasing difficulty 

 Playing in sand (with or without simple tools) 

 Using play dough 

 Using toy tools 

 Painting (watercolors are fine) 

 Tracing around a stencil, pattern, or coffee lid with a pencil 

 Drawing or writing with fingers in sand 

 Folding paper into a fan or flower 

 Crushing paper (such as newspaper) 

 Coloring with crayons or markers 

 Cutting simple shapes 

 Drawing with non-toxic markers 

 Cooking simple recipes, stirring 
 
Activities for Eye-Hand Coordination 

 All fine motor activities above plus… 

 Rolling, bouncing, throwing, catching 
o beanbags – throwing beanbags at a target 
o large ball 
o tennis ball batting 
o batting balloons with hands (slow-motion volley ball) 
o lacing holes punched into paper plate and tying shoe strings 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Activities – 1st and 2nd Grade 
 

Reading 

 Help your child get a library card for your neighborhood library 

 Read a newspaper article with your child. 

 Have your child tell you a favorite story that he/she has read. 

 Learn a tongue twister with your child. 

 Have your child swap favorite books with a friend. 

 Tell a story. Have your child tell it back to you. 

 Read a poem aloud with your child. 

 Have your child read a story to a friend or a sibling. 

 Turn off the TV for family reading time. 

 Have your child read your recipe to you. 

 Read about the state bird and flower with your child. 

 Visit the library for a special children's program. 

 
Writing 

Journals are easy to write in. A notebook works perfectly for the children. Write the date and enter the work. Expect 
them to use capital letters, proper punctuation, and their best handwriting. Encourage them to add descriptive 
words. Possible journal topics: 

 A Fluffy Bunny 

 I like summer because... 

 My Brand-New ________ 

 Bunnies like carrots, I like... 

 Let's go to the park! 

 A Flying Insect 

 If I were a butterfly. 

 Summer Things 

 This thing can fly! 

 Butterflies of many colors 

 Caterpillars become... 

 How bugs help flowers 

 I like bugs! 

 Bugs scare me when... 

 Ten green things 

 Milk is good for me because... 

 What makes a cow happy? 

 My favorite ice cream is... 

 Things to see on a dairy farm 

 July makes me think of... 

 I think horses are cool because... 

 Write about a trip that you take. 

 Sequence a list of things to do on a trip. 

 Help to write the grocery list. 

 Use the newspaper to write the words and prices of groceries that you want to buy. 

 Make a list of things to buy at a toy store. 

 Cut words or pictures out of the newspaper and add them to your sentence. 

 Write about a story that you have read. Tell about the characters, plot, and setting. 

 Write a letter to one of your relatives, mail it! 

 Postcards are fun! - Send one to your teacher. 

 Make a character from the letter e and then write a sentence to describe the character. 

 Use these words in a story, storm, lightening, clouds, scary, thunder. 

 You are a bouncing ball. How do you feel? Where do you go? 

 Make a list titled "Things that Make Me Happy." 
 



Math 
 

 Count the number of steps it takes to walk to the corner with your child. 

 Have your child list all the uses of math around the house. 

 Cut pieces of paper into shapes and paste them in a quilt pattern. 

 Ask your child to watch for numbers in TV programs and commercials. 

 On trips, make a game of measuring distances and times. 

 Ask your child to sort coins in a coin jar. How much money did you count? 

 Cut a snack, such as an apple or orange into equal parts and talk about fractions. 

 Measure objects in a room. Make a floor plan. 

 Sort the laundry. Count the number of socks. How many towels? 

 Guess the weight of several objects. Then weigh the objects and compare your answers. 
 
Social Studies 

 Share family history, photos with your child. 

 Look up events on the day your child was born. 

 Make a time capsule and save it for a year or two. 

 Explain the origin of holidays, such as Independence Day, to your child. 

 Discover when things were invented. Create a timeline. 
 
 
Science 

 Have your child look for bugs. How many different kinds can he/she find? Size? Color? 

 Put an ice cube outside. How long until It melts? Until it evaporates? 

 Watch the moon and record changes in size and color. 

 Put water in an ice cube tray and put the tray in the freezer. How long until it freezes? 

 Use several objects - soap, a bottle of shampoo, a wet sponge. Will the objects float or sink when you put them into 
water in a sink or bathtub? 

 Plant some seeds and watch the plants grow. Record the changes observed. 

 How many days did it take to begin growing? 
 
Miscellaneous 

 Make a poster of summer safety tips. 

 Cook dinner with your child and show him/her the do's and don'ts of preparing food. 

 Play a board game with your child. 

 Take your child on a field trip. 

 Make finger puppets. Cut the fingers off old gloves. Decorate your puppets. 

 Help your child find your town on a map. 

 Teach your child to set the table. 

 Make finger-paints with soap flakes, water and food coloring. 

 Take your child to the park or playground. 

 Ask your child to explain what being responsible means to him/her. 

 Help your child organize his/her own library. 

 Make a bookmark. 

 Make a collage from things found around the house. (ribbons, string, buttons, pebbles) 

 Hide a treasure with your child and draw a map to find it. 

 Take a walk or bike ride with your child. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Activities – 3rd Grade 
 

 Write about... "What is the sound of a flower?" 

 Create a mask from things found in the kitchen. 

 Invent a new ride for an amusement park. Make a drawing of it and describe how it works. 

 Make the number 24 in as many ways as you can. Start with 4x6=24. 

 Make as many words as you can from the words "summer vacation". 

 Create a map of your bedroom. Make sure that you have a map key. 

 Find five words that you do not know in a newspaper or magazine. Find out what they mean by looking in a 
dictionary. 

 Write a tongue twister and illustrate it. 

 Write a friendly letter to a friend or a relative. Mail it to them. 

 Estimate the length of 10 objects in your room. Measure the actual length of the objects to see how close your guess 
was. 

 Cut pieces of paper into shapes and paste them in a quilt pattern. 

 Write about a trip that you have taken. 

 Make a list of 20 things you like to eat. Put them in alphabetical order. 

 Make a poster of summer safety tips. 

 Play a board game. 

 Make a bookmark. 

 Make a collage from around the house. (ribbons, string, buttons) 

 Look up important events in history that took place on the day you were born. 

 Write a poem about bugs. 

 Watch the moon and record changes in size and color. 

 Cook your favorite recipe with the help of an adult. 

 Skip your favorite TV show one day and read instead. 

 Write a recipe for a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 

 Read a story to a friend or sibling. 

 Make a postcard and send it to your teacher. 

 Write about a story that you have read. Tell about the characters, plot and setting 

 Help your parents write a grocery list. 

 Guess the weight of several objects. Then weigh them and compare your answers. 

 Take a survey on people's favorite colors. Make a graph with your results. 

 Make a special wish for your future and illustrate it. 

 Visit a museum. 

 Learn 10 facts about the rainforest. 

 Read a biography 

 Read two Eric Carle books. His birthday is in June. 

 Make a list of 15 things you learned this past year. 

 Make musical instruments out of things around the house. 

 Measure everyone's feet in your family, in centimeters. Put them in order from largest to smallest. 

 Read a story into a tape recorder so others can listen to it. 

 Make a puppet of a character for a book. 

 Make a collage of magazine pictures and words. 

 Make a travel poster based on the setting of a story. Inspire someone to want to go there. 
 

                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Activities - 4th and 5th Grade 
 

Suggestions for June 
 

 Look at a map of Texas List five places you'd visit if you started in Texarkana and traveled clockwise around the state. 

 Pretend that from today forward all babies born in June must have names that begin with J. List as many names as 
you can that meet this requirement. 

 Which do you think is longer: your pinky finger or your thumb? Measure with a ruler to find out! 

 Pretend that your town in hosting a month-long celebration of chocolate. Plan a dinner menu that includes only items 
containing delicious chocolate. 

 Estimate how far it is from your state's capital to the capital of another state. 

 Then use the scale of miles on a U.S. map to calculate the difference between your estimate and the actual distance. 

 Name 5 people that you believe are heroes. Next to each name explain what makes them worthy of such a title. 

 June is the sixth month of the year. List six things that you have accomplished this year. 

 You are in advertising. Write a commercial to introduce a new flavor of popcorn on national TV. 

 Write a paragraph telling what life would be like without dictionaries. 

 June has 30 days. What other months have exactly 30 days? List them. 

 Describe something you can do to make a positive difference in your neighborhood. 

 If you could spend one day this month doing anything that you wanted, what would you do? 

 List the names of the nine planets in alphabetical order. 

 List ten adjectives that describe the month of June. 

 Write out directions for using a ruler to draw a rectangle. 

 In a paragraph, explain the differences between a mammal and an amphibian. 

 Write a word problem that includes making change from a $100.00 bill. 

 Write the names of five states that begin with N. 

 List the names of the seven continents. 

 What famous people died at the Battle of the Alamo? List six of them. 
 

Suggestions for July 
 

 List the first five presidents of the U.S. 

 Look at a map and list the states that share borders with Texas. 

 Good telephone manners are important. Write five rules for answering the telephone. 

 Write 20 compound words. Split each word with a line. Then combine the small words to form at least ten different 
compound words. 

 What is your least favorite type of weather? Write a four-line poem describing a day with that kind of weather. 

 Write a math story using these numbers: $16.00, 2, $10.00, and 1. 

 Use the following palindromes (words that read the same forward and backward) in a ten-word sentence: mom, tot, 
pop, wow, pup. 

 If a child gets 11 hours of sleep each night, how many hours of sleep will she get in one year? 

 List as many one-syllable words as you can that end with -y like May or say. 

 List five activities you could complete in one minute or less. 

 Write four sentences that explain why keeping animals in a zoo is a good idea. 

 Write instructions to a five-year old on how to lay your favorite outdoor game. 

 Explain in a paragraph if you’d rather be a movie star or a famous inventor and why. 

 Imagine living without batteries. List at least five things in your home that run on batteries. 

 Write a totally terrific ten-word tongue twister. Give it to a friend to read out loud. 

 Make a list of words that end with the letter combination – “mber”, such as lumber and amber. 

 List as many people as you can who are known by their first names only. 

 What is your all-time favorite Disney movie? Write a paragraph explaining why 

 What months besides July have 31 days? List them. 

 List all the words that you can think of that have to do with baseball. 
 

Suggestions for August 
 

 Recycling will help save our environment. Write a plan for you and your family to recycle products that come from our 
forests. 

 In a paragraph, tell why Friday is the best (or worst) day of the week. 

 If vowels are worth $0.25 and consonants are worth $0.40, how valuable is your full name (first, middle, and last)? 



 Hawaii became a state in August, 1959. Describe how Hawaii is different than Texas.  

 Pretend that you are writing your first novel. Give a description of your main 

 How many cliches do you know? Make a list of your favorite ten. (Example: "It's raining cats and dogs!") 

 List five compound words that begin with s. 

 Write a letter to a friend describing your school. 

 Which do you think is better: to know lots of people or to have just one really good friend? Write at least four 
sentences telling your opinion. 

 

 


